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from An Address to the People of Rhode-Island: Published in the Providence Journal, in a Series of Articles During the Months of September
and October, 1844 And if the freedom which was won by Whig valor - if the noble Constitution and the liberal Republican Government, which
were framed and established by Whig wisdom, are to be preserved to us and our children, and transmitted to future ages unimpaired, it must
be done by the beneficent operation of pure Whig principles, by a firm and patriotic adherence to the Whig cause. The first great interest of
every civilized community is the security of life, liberty and property, by a government of laws. Whatever else may be desirable, this is
paramount and indispensable. It lies at the very foundation of every thing which men hold dear and sacred. Without this security all other
blessings are mere mockeries - all other good sinks into valueless insignificance. Every man in society should feel that the invasion of
established authority, resistance to public law, is an attack upon the palladium of individual and public safety. He should feel that with the
battering down of this strong bulwark, falls all that is worth possessing. - Whenever popular commotion shall rise so high, and its towering
waves dash with such wild fury, that the solid defences of public law shall give way, all our rights, public and private, civil, social, political and
religious, will go down - ingulfed in one wide submerging maelstrom of anarchy and blood. Our Government is in form the freest and the best
which it ever fell to the lot man to enjoy. It has during a trial of more than half...
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