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under the protection of Saint Cosmo and Saint Damian. Children in Catholic countries g enerally receive the name of the Saint on whose
Festival-Day they are born; and that Saint is ever aIer honored by them as their especial protector throug h life. The walls and pillars of Catholic
churches are as much covered with votive oJering s and tablets as were the ancient temples. The jewels and rich g arments thus dedicated
could not be easily counted. Ferdinand, king  of Spain, embroidered a petticoat for the Virg in with his own royal hands; and so elaborately was
it ornamented, that it occupied him several years. Wealthy people who wish to propitiate this Queen of Heaven, or to thank her for some
benefit received, oIen present her with robes and mantles of silk or velvet, richly embroidered, and sometimes adorned with precious g ems.
But the most common g iIs are dresses g littering  with tinsel and spang les; while the poorest peasants bring  her their simple oJering s of
ribbons and g arlands. Some imag es of the Virg in are all ablaze with the oJering s of her wealthy worshippers, such as g olden coronets,
diamond ring s, costly necklaces and bracelets, and jewelled belts. Pictures are a common form of votive oJering s. In these painting s the
donor is usually represented as kneeling  before the Virg in, with his own Patron Saint near him, while other Saints, appropriate to the occasion,
introduce him to her notice. Pictures intended to express thanks for...
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