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*****.From the PREFACE THE art of speaking  and understanding , reading  and writing  a foreig n lang uag e is a subject which, commends itself to
most young  people. Perhaps I am not wrong  in estimating  that there is scarcely a man eng ag ed in commerce who has not at one time or
another most earnestly coveted the ability to speak with foreig ners in their own lang uag e. Apart altog ether from the commercial value of such
a power, for a power it certainly is, there is a strong  fascination about the subject, and it is a fascination which never vanishes; there is a sense
of novelty in g iving  expression to our own familiar thoug hts in words and phrases that are foreig n and new to us; and to the young  especially
there is a charm in the distinction of being  able to express himself in a foreig n tong ue, he feels head and shoulders above his fellows and
proud of his knowledg e. In ordinary studies a scholar who g ains a certificate may be more clever than his fellow students who do not g ain a
certificate, or it may be that he is only more lucky, and in any case the diHerence in the amount of knowledg e possessed by a scholar who
g ains a prize and by one who does not, may not be very g reat. But in the case of one who has mastered a foreig n tong ue, as soon as he
opens his mouth the superiority of his attainments is proclaimed, and those who have not the like knowledg e feel very small before him.
Honour and distinction are more cheaply boug ht or attained to by a knowledg e of foreig n lang uag es than by any other way. Another...
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