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Russell Sag e Foundation, United States, 2009. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . This book usually ship within 10-15 business
days and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. As the world economy becomes increasing ly
integ rated, companies can shi@ production to wherever wag es are lowest and unions weakest. How can workers defend their rig hts in an era
of mobile capital? With national g overnments forced to compete for foreig n investment by rolling  back leg al protections for workers, fair trade
advocates are enlisting  consumers to put market pressure on companies to treat their workers fairly. In Beyond the Boycott, sociolog ist Gay
Seidman asks whether this non-g overnmental approach can reverse the race to the bottom in g lobal labor standards. Beyond the Boycott
examines three campaig ns in which activists successfully used the threat of a consumer boycott to pressure companies to accept voluntary
codes of conduct and independent monitoring  of work sites. The voluntary Sullivan Code required American corporations operating  in
apartheid-era South Africa to improve treatment of their workers; in India, the Rug mark inspection team provides social labels for handknotted
carpets made without child labor; and in Guatemala, COVERCO monitors conditions in factories producing  clothing  under contract for major
American brands. Seidman compares these cases to explore the ing redients of successful campaig ns, as well as the inherent limitations facing
voluntary monitoring  schemes. Despite activists emphasis on educating  individual consumers to support ethical companies, Seidman finds
that, in practice, they have been most successful when they mobilized institutions--such as universities, churches, and shareholder
org anizations. Moreover, althoug h activists tend to dismiss states capabilities, all three cases involved g overnmental threats of trade
sanctions ag ainst companies and countries with poor labor records. Finally, Seidman points to an intractable diGiculty of independent
workplace monitoring : since consumers rarely disting uish between monitoring  schemes and...
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