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University of Wisconsin Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 672 pag es. Dimensions: 8.9in. x 6.0in. x 1.7in.At the dawn of the
twentieth century, the U. S. Army swiDly occupied Manila and then plung ed into a decade-long  pacification campaig n with striking  parallels to
todays war in Iraq. Armed with cutting -edg e technolog y from Americas first information revolution, the U. S. colonial reg ime created the most
modern police and intellig ence units anywhere under the American flag . In Policing  Americas Empire Alfred W. McCoy shows how this imperial
panopticon slowly crushed the Filipino revolutionary movement with a lethal mix of firepower, surveillance, and incriminating  information. Even
aDer Washing ton freed its colony and won g lobal power in 1945, it would intervene in the Philippines periodically for the next half-centuryusing
the country as a laboratory for counterinsurg ency and rearming  local security forces for repression. In trying  to create a democracy in the
Philippines, the United States unleashed profoundly undemocratic forces that persist to the present day. But security techniques bred in the
tropical hothouse of colonial rule were not contained, McCoy shows, at this remote periphery of American power. Mig rating  homeward
throug h both personnel and policies, these innovations helped shape a new federal security apparatus during  World War I. Once established
under the pressures of wartime mobilization, this distinctively American system of public-private surveillance persisted in various forms for the
next fiDy years, as an omnipresent, sub rosa matrix that honeycombed U. S. society with active informers, secretive civilian org anizations, and
g overnment counterintellig ence ag encies. In each succeeding  g lobal crisis, this covert nexus expanded its domestic operations, producing
new contraventions of civil libertiesfrom the harassment of labor activists and ethnic communities during  World War I, to the mass
incarceration of Japanese Americans during  World War II, all the way to the secret blacklisting  of suspected communists during ...
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