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These results were surprising, for on stimulation of the anterior roots Magendie obtained signs of pain, while stimulation of the posterior roots
caused muscular movements. To the latter phenomenon he does not again refer, so that one is left in the dark as to whether it was a reflex or
an error in observation. The fact, however, that stimulation of the anterior roots causes pain seems to have again recurred to his thoughts. On
May 20th, 1839, Magendie communicated to the Academy the results of some experiments on the nervous system (83). The author s summary
of his results reads as follows: The sensory and motor nerves of the cord are both sensitive when both are intact. If one cuts the sensory
nerves, the motor nerves immediately lose their sensibility. If one cuts the motor nerves in the middle, the end which remains attached to the
spinal cord is quite insensible; the opposite end, on the contrary, retains an extreme sensibility. In this case the sensibility goes from the
periphery to the centre. If one cuts the sensory nerves in the middle, the end which is attached to the cord is very sensitive; the end which is
adjacent to the ganglion has, on the contrary, lost all its sensibility. A few weeks later Magendie presented a second paper (84) before the
Academy. In this he declared that having been impressed by the fact that the sensibility of...
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