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Stanford University Press, United States, 1999. Hardback. Condition: New. New.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In the history of post-
colonial Latin America no person has held power so firmly and for so long  as did Pedro II as emperor of Brazil. Called to the throne in 1840 at
the ag e of 14, Pedro II devoted himself for the next half century to transforming  Brazil into a functioning  nation-state, applying  all my forces
and all my devotion to assuring  the prog ress and prosperity of my people. This is the first full-leng th biog raphy in 60 years, and the first in any
lang uag e to make close use of Pedro II s diaries and family papers. Resourceful, patient, cautious, and above all persevering , Pedro II
acquired undisputed control of public aFairs and was indispensable in establishing  Brazil s viability as a nation. By his personal character,
behavior, and interests, he created a model of citizenship that commanded acceptance at home and respect abroad. A friend of Long fellow,
Emerson, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, he was the first foreig n head of state to visit the United States. By the 1880s, the rising  g eneration had
so internalized the model of Pedro II that it g reatly resembled him in outlook and culture. Ironically, his success was such that the ruling  circles
took Brazil s existence as a nation for g ranted and viewed him as old-fashioned and irrelevant to the nation s needs. In eFect, he had made
himself redundant. Unable to chang e his ways of ruling , weakened by illness, and increasing ly marg inal to public aFairs, he was overthrown by
a military coup in 1889. Exiled to Europe, he died in Paris two years later. This volume reveals how the political and the personal intertwined to
make Pedro II the person he was. Many facets of his character...
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