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C REAT ING T HE NISEI MARKET : RAC E AND C IT IZENSHIP IN HAWAI I S JAPANESE AMERIC AN       
C ONSUMER C ULT URE (HARDBAC K)   

University of Hawai i Press, United States, 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In 1922 the U.S. Supreme
Court declared Japanese immig rants inelig ible for American citizenship because they were not white, dismissing  the plaintiB s appeal to skin
tone. Unable to claim whiteness throug h naturalization laws, Japanese Americans in Hawai`i developed their own racial currency to secure a
prominent place in the Island s postwar social hierarchy. Creating  the Nisei Market explores how diBerent g roups within Japanese American
society (in particular the press and merchants) staked a claim to whiteness on the basis of hue and culture. Using  Japanese- and Eng lish-
lang uag e sources from the interwar years, it demonstrates how the meaning  of whiteness evolved from mere physical distinctions to cultural
markers of diBerence, increasing ly articulated in material terms. Nisei consumer culture demands examination because consumption was vital
to the privileg e-making  process that spilled over into public life. Althoug h economically motivated, Japanese American shopkeepers worked
hard to support the next g eneration of merchants and secure the future of the Nisei consumer market. Far from its imag e as a static society,
the Japanese American community was constantly reinventing  itself to meet chang ing  consumer demands and social expectations. The
author builds on recent scholarship that considers ethnic communities within a trans-Pacific context, hig hlig hting  ethnic fluidity as a strateg y
for material and cultural success. Yet even as it assumed a position of conformity, the Japanese American consumer culture that took hold
among  Honolulu s middle class was distinct. It was at once modern and nostalg ic, like the wayo secchu ideal-a hybrid of Western and
Japanese notions of beauty and femininity that linked the ethnic g roup to the homeland and mainstream U.S. culture. By focusing  on the
marketing  of whiteness that connected the old world and new, Creating  the Nisei...
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