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of Life in the Syriac New Testament: The Syriac, Peshito, Contrasted With the Greek It is the Opinion of many scholars, that the Hebrew was the
orig inal lang uag e of man; that it was g iven to our first parents directly from heaven; first, in the oral form, and aDerward, in the time of Moses,
and not till then, in written characters. For this opinion they urg e many sound reasons. But, be this as it may, we know that the Hebrew
lang uag e was the vernacular of the ancient Israelites, and that the Old Testament Scriptures, some parts in prose and some in poetry,
excepting  a few frag mentary parts, were written in Hebrew. The lang uag e of the Chaldeans, by whom the Jews were carried into captivity,
about 600 years before Christ, was a branch of, the same root, thoug h it dif fered widely in both its oral and written form. In consequence of
their long  detention in the country of the Chaldeans, the pure Hebrew tong ue of the Jews became corrupted, and aDer their return to Syria, it
was still further corrupted by their subjug ation to other nations, and by the importation of other races into their country: so that, at the
commencement of the Christian era, their vernacular, thoug h still retain ing  the g eneral characteristics of the old Hebrew, - had become what
is called the syro-chaldaic, or Syriac lang uag e. This was divided into two principal dia lects; the Eastern Aramean, which prevailed along  the
Southern and Eastern coasts of Syria; and the Western Aramean, which prevailed in the reg ions to the North and West. These dialects,
however, were substantially the same lang uag e, differing  more in the form of the written...
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