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about 600 years before Christ, was a branch of, the same root, though it dif fered widely in both its oral and written form. In consequence of
their long detention in the country of the Chaldeans, the pure Hebrew tongue of the Jews became corrupted, and after their return to Syria, it
was still further corrupted by their subjugation to other nations, and by the importation of other races into their country: so that, at the
commencement of the Christian era, their vernacular, though still retain ing the general characteristics of the old Hebrew, - had become what
is called the syro-chaldaic, or Syriac language. This was divided into two principal dia lects; the Eastern Aramean, which prevailed along the
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