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Demand *****.Excerpt from The Relig ion in the Labour Movement: International Conference on Labour and Relig ion Held in Browning  Hall,
Walworth, London, September 1-5, 1919 The ascendancy of Labour in the life of to-day is obvious. Announced a g eneration ag o, disbelieved,
then derided, now dreaded, it is everywhere tang ibly present. It holds in its hands the levers of the subtle mechanism which supplies our food,
our shelter, and every means of communication. The world, always dependent upon Labour, was not aware of the fact. Now it is aware: and
Labour is aware. Side by side with this newborn ascendancy, there stands an ancient and aug ust Interest which claims now, as ever, to
dominate not Labour alone, but every other phase and function of the life of man, because relating  him to that which is g reater than the world
and vaster than the universe. And the question asserts itself: How do these powers stand to each other to-day? What is the mutual relation of
Labour and Relig ion? Too oIen the relation is conceived in a very external way. As was once the case with direction in the State and in
industry, so relig ion is supposed to be imposed or urg ed upon the working  classes by their social betters. And working  men who have long
attained their majority and renounced tutelag e in thing s political and economic, strang ely retain the old attitude in matters of faith and
worship. Relig ion is to them a sort of product manufactured in church and chapel and colleg e, and supplied to them from these centres, and
they receive it or reject it as a thing  supplied from without. On the Continent relig ion has been too larg ely the...
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