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***** Much of the novel is a commentary on imperialism and genderroles, and is not plot driven. Most of the book takes place on Captain Tom

Lingard s brig, Lightning or on other boats at sea around Malaysia, near the Indian Ocean. At the beginning of the novel, Lingard and his crew
are traveling to the Malay Archipelago to help a friend take back his land in a fight amongst two Malay tribes. While in the waters his crew hears
a loud sound, then sees the water foaming. A few moments later they see a small boat, and then hear a man, Mr. Carter, call out to them and

asks to be allowed on board Lingard s brig. Carter passes on a letter, which somewhat explains where a yacht is stranded and begs for
assistance. Although Lingard is not heading that way, and he does not know the exact location of the yacht, he agrees to help, and the spend

the next chapter looking for the stranded yacht. Once they find it, Lingard and his first mate, Shaw have a discussion, This is the entrance to
the place where we are going, he said. Shaw stared, round-eyed. | thought you came here on account of this here yacht, he stammered,
surprised. Ah. The yacht, said Lingard, musingly, keeping his eyes on the break in the coast. The yacht- He stamped his foot suddenly. | would

give all | am worth and throw in a few days of life into the bargain if | could get her off and away before to-night . Here, readers are shown that
Lingard was not completely honest with Carter, the yacht just happened...
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