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Routledge. Paperback. Condition: New. 232 pages. Dimensions: 8.4in. x 6.0in. x 0.6in.lllicit drugs, despite the war waged by the United States
government, remain a tremendous drain on the American economy and continue to take their toll on the lives of countless Americans. A
comprehensive text with an instructors manual, Drug Abuse and Social Policy in America analyzes why current US policy on the use of licit and
illicit mood-altering drugs has failed. This groundbreaking book addresses differences between decriminalization, legalization, and zero
tolerance--areas and philosophies that are poorly understood--and suggests a multipronged approach to diminish inappropriate drug use.
Physicians, health care providers, teachers, law enforcement officers, policymakers, social service providers, and students of public policy and
health will gain a better understanding of substance abuse as a societal problem, rather than an individual problem, and see that the billions
of dollars spent on law enforcement would be better spent on education, prevention, treatment, and providing alternatives to drug use.
Currently the leading risk factor associated with the transmission of HIV, illicit drugs continue to destroy the fabric of life in many inner-city
communities. Yet, drugs are a problem for Americans from every corner of society, from suburban teenagers to pro athletes to homeless
people. Author Barry Stimmel demonstrates in Drug Abuse and Social Policy in America that the drug problem is not being addressed
adequately because of a lack of commitment from the majority of Americans and government leaders. The issues Drug Abuse and Social
Policy in America asks readers to confront include: Why do we provide insufficient treatment facilities and incarcerate users, yet wonder why
more prison space is neededWhy do we readily agree to build more prisons rather than community centers that provide alternatives for
youthsWhy are we concerned with teenage smoking and drinking, yet allow advertising of...
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