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(OCoLC)50193804 Excerpt: . . . St. Mihiel Offensive of World War | ( September 1918 ) St. Mihiel represented the first large scale massing of
airpower under central command. With 1, 500 aircraft, General Mitchell seized the initiative, gained air superiority, attacked ground forces, and
interdicted supplies, helping Allied ground forces to achieve their objectives. General Pershing appointed Col ( later Brig Gen ) William Billy
Mitchell as his air com-mander for the battle. Mitchells role was simi-lar to that of a modern joint force air compo-nent commander ( JFACC ) in
that he was both commander of air forces and the chiefadvisor to the overall commander ( in this case General Pershing ) on the employment
of air assets. Mitchells forces, consisting of airplanes and observation balloons, were the largest massing of airpower the world had yet seen.
About 600 of these planes were flown by US personnel. Brig Gen William Billy Mitchell St. Mihiel represented the first large n 12 September 1918,
American forces scale massing of airpower under cen-under Gen John J. Pershing, began the tral command. With 1, 500 aircraft, O offensive to
reduce the St. Mihiel salient. The bulge was a 24-mile wide, 14-mile General Mitchell seized the initiative, deep salient formed by the German
advance gained air superiority, attacked south of the fortress city of Verdun earlier in the war. For the offensive, General Pershing com-ground
forces, and interdicted sup-manded the Allied First Army in an excellent plies, helping Allied ground forces to example of a joint and combined
operation. In achieve their objectives. addition to...
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