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Penguin Press HC, The, U.S.A,, 2011. Hardcover. Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. 1st
Edition. More than almost any other nation in the world, the United States began as anidea. For
this reason, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Gordon Wood believes that the American
Revolution is the most important event in our history, bar none. Since American identity is so
fluid,a nd not based on any universally shared heritage, we have had to continually return to
our nation's founding to understand who we are. In The Idea of America, Wood reflects on the
birth of American nationhood and explains why the Revolution remains so essential. In a series
ofelegant and illuminating essays, Wood explores the ideological origins of the Revolution --
from ancient Rome to the European Enlightenment -- and the Founders' attempts to forge an
American democracy. As Wood reveals, while the Founders hoped to create a virtuous republic
of yeoman farmers and disinterested leaders, they instead gave birth to a sprawling, licentious,
+ and materialistic popular democracy. Wood also traces the origins of American exceptionalism
to this period, revealing how the Revolutionary generation, despite living in a distant, sparsely
populated country, believed themselves to be the most enlightened people...
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Reviews

An incredibly awesome publication with perfect and lucid reasons. It can be writter in simple phrases and not confusing. | am just delighted to let you
know that this is actually the very best publication i actually have study during my very own lifestyle and could be he best publication foractually.
-- Paula Gutkowski

The book is simple in read through better to fully grasp. It is rally exciting throgh looking at period of time. | discovered this publication from my i and
dad encouraged this book to find out.
-- Dr. Dillon Monahan
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