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of the literary world s best-kept secrets. For the last thirty years he has been quietly producing  work for both independent literary publishers
(McSweeney s and Melville House Press) and corporate houses (Henry Holt), amassing  14 novels and well over 500 short stories. Dixon has
shunned the pyrotechnics of mass market pop fiction, writing  fiercely intellectual examinations of everyday life, challeng ing  his readers with
prose that rivals the complexities of William Gaddis and David Foster Wallace. Gradually building  a loyal following , he stands now as a cult icon
and a true iconoclast.Stephen Dixon is also the literary world s worst-kept secret. His witty, keenly observed narratives and sharply hewn prose
have appeared in every major market mag azine from Harper s to Playboy and have earned him two National Book Award nominations for his
novels Frog  and Interstate a Gug g enheim Fellowship, and the Pushcart Prize. He has also g arnered the praise of critics and colleag ues alike;
Jonathan Lethem (Motherless Brooklyn) even admits to borrowing  a jumpstart from a few lines of Dixon in his own work. In all likelihood, many
of the students who have passed throug h his creative writing  classes at Johns Hopkins University have done the same.Fantag raphics Books is
proud to present his latest volume of short stories, What Is All This? The tales in the collection are vintag e Dixon, eschewing  the modernism
and quasi-autobiog raphy of his I trilog y and instead treating  us to a pared- down, crystalline style reminiscent of Heming way at the heig ht of
his powers. Centrally concerning  himself with the American condition, he explores obsessions of body imag e, the increasing ly polarized
political landscape, sex in all its incarnations and the g loriously pointless minutiae of...
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