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and well founded esteem, allow me to add a few words in explanation of the course | have pursued in the composition. | do this, it is true,
more for the public than for yourself, as you were with me while it was in progress, and by your good judgment confirmed my opinion of the
mode in which the subject ought to be treated. The character of every person who plays a prominent part on the great stage of the world is of
course lauded by friends and decried by adversaries at the time, and the mingled report comes down to after ages. But the mists of prejudice
are wafted away by the breath of years. The character of the historian is considered in connexion with those of the personages he has
depicted; and allowances are made for errors and wrong views on all sides: the greater facts remain, in general, clear and distinct; and from
these, together with those small traits which are rather let fall accidentally than recorded, by contemporaries, the estimate of history is formed.
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