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Groundwater bring s tog ether a diverse community of artists, desig ners, and scientists interested in understanding  and raising  public
awareness about local water and its relationship to g lobal climate. This eng ag ing  collection of photog raphs, g raphic desig n, architectural
drawing s, artist books, essays, and poems by University of Arizona faculty and students is an ode to the dry rivers of Tucson, Arizona. Poems
and essays by Nathaniel Brodie, Alison Deming , Allison Dushane, Greg g  Garfin, Ander Monson, Log an Phillips, and Paul Robbins provide
poetic perspectives on the Rillito River; an overview of the reg ion s climate, hydrolog y, and water policy; a comparison between the theory
and practice of interdisciplinary research; and a trail of the overlapping  roles of science and art in the construction of contemporary concepts
of nature from the Romantic period to the present. Art and desig n projects include intercontinental comparisons of arid reg ions and river
systems, finely detailed drawing s and photog raphic series reflecting  direct encounters with the local landscape, and collaborations with the
Rillito River Project. One scientist in the project describes the ability of these creative projects to transform messag es from the stilted lang uag e
of scientific literature into rich, multifaceted vocabularies that can be g rasped by those interested, but inexpert, in the subject matter. Turning
the desecrated and overlooked dry rivers of Tucson into muse and inspiration, this project speaks volumes about community, creativity, and
responsibility. Groundwater is a work of art in itself, beautifully desig ned and produced with lush color reproductions, letterpress printed
covers and open-sewn binding .
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