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Subcommittee on Social Security of the Committee on Ways and Means House of Representatives, One Hundred Third Congress, First
Session, March 25, 1993 The Honorable Andy Jacobs, Jr. (D., Ind.), Chairman, Subcommittee on Social Security, Committee on Ways and
Means, U.S. House of Representatives, announced today that the Subcommittee will hold a hearing on the Presidents stimulus and investment
proposals affecting the Social Security Administration (SSA). The hearing will focus on proposed funding increases for improving the
processing of Disability Insurance claims, as well as for modernization of computers and infrastructure at SSA. The hearing will be held on
Thursday, March 25, 1993, in room B-318 Rayburn House Office Building, beginning at 10:00 a.m. (The President s proposal related to the tax
treatment of Social Security benefits will not be considered at the hearing, but is among those issues on which the public has been invited to
testify before the full Committee on Ways and Means beginning March 16th.) Background: The backlog of applications for Disability Insurance
pending at SSA has grown sharply in recent years, subjecting qualified claimants to long waits for benefits. The cause of this problem is two-
fold. First, during the mid-1980s, the Reagan and Bush Administrations cut SSA s staff by 21 percent. While these Administrations asserted that
SSA could compensate for the cuts with increased reliance on technology, the agency s efforts to automate its operations have produced
limited success. Second, applications for disability benefits have increased markedly since 1990. Related in part to the economic downturn,
this trend is continuing this year. As a result...
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