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the Secretary, Treasurer and Librarian: Submitted May 28, 1860 But few deaths have occurred since | last had the honor of addressing you -
though no arrangements exist for ascertaining the exact number and for this reason it is highly probable that some may have passed away,
the decease of whom has not come to the knowledge of your Secretary. Among those who have deceased may be named the venerable ex-
president James Clark, who, until the last hours of his life, entertained a lively interest in everything relating to the Society over which he
formerly presided, and who was ever ready to con tribute for its support. Though we have derived no pecuniary advantage from our pub lic
performances, it is believed that the Society has rarely, if ever, passed through a season with more credit to itself than the one just closed; for,
though we have appeared before the public but three times, we feel that the commendations so generously extended to us by the public
press, are deserved. The first performance of Samson, on the evening of Nov. 27th, may be instanced as one of the best ever given by the
Society. The chorus was more evenly balanced than usual, and prompt to a degree unsurpassed by any previous efforts of the Society.
Madame Anna Bishop, one of England s most gifted vocalists, was engaged in its performance, and yet the receipts were not equal to the
expenditures. In answer to this, it is said by some whose opinions, it would seem, ought at least to be entitled to respect, that the public
demand novelties, and that if the Handel and Haydn Society expects to be supported,...
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