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1.1in.More than 22 million people speak Dutch-primarily in the Netherlands, Belg ium, Suriname,
and the Antilles. Roland Willemyns here offers a well-researched and hig hly readable survey of
the Dutch lang uag e in all its historical, g eog raphic, and social aspects. Willemyns tells a story of
lang uag e contact and conflict. From its earliest days, Dutch has been in intense contact with
other lang uag es both within and outside the borders of the Low Countries, particularly with
French, Frisian, and German. The first part of Dutch concentrates on the historical development
of standard Dutch and its dialects. The second part focuses on contemporary Dutch, including
its many dialects in Flanders and Holland (some of them on the verg e of extinction). Willemyns
pays special attention to important questions in the history of Dutch, particularly the contentious
matter of the g lobal spread of Dutch throug h colonization-which led to exotic variations such as
Afrikaans, pidg ins, and creoles-and whether Dutchmen and Fleming s are separated by the same
lang uag e. His final chapter tries to shed some lig ht on the future of Dutch, and the impact of
such new varieties as Poldernederlands (in Holland) and Verkaveling svlaams (in Flanders).
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Complete information! Its such a excellent study. It is filled with knowledg e and wisdom I realized this publication from my dad and i advised this
publication to find out.
-- Ge o va nny Grim e s-- Ge o va nny Grim e s

This publication is wonderful. It normally is not g oing  to expense too much. Its been printed in an extremely straig htforward way in fact it is merely
following  i finished reading  this publication where actually transformed me, modify the way i really believe.
-- R us s e ll Ad a m s  DDS-- R us s e ll Ad a m s  DDS
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