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T HE INORDINAT ELY ST RANGE LIFE OF DYC E SOMBRE: VIC T ORIAN ANGLO INDIAN MP AND     
C HANC ERY LUNAT IC  (PAPERBAC K)    

C Hurst Co Publishers Ltd, United King dom, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The descendant of
German and French Catholic mercenaries, a Scots Presbyterian subaltern, and their secluded Indian wives, David Ochterlony Dyce Sombre
defied all classification in the North Indian principality where he was raised. Add to these influences an adoptive mother who beg an as a
Muslim courtesan and rose to become the Catholic ruler of a strateg ically-placed, cosmopolitan little king dom, which her foster son was
destined to inherit, and you have the orig ins of a fascinating  life that reflects many of the Romantic, political, and colonial trends of a century.
As heir to the throne, Sombre took g reat advantag e of the sensuous pleasures of privileg e, but he lost his king dom to the British and went
into exile in London with his very considerable fortune. Despite being  Indian and Catholic, Sombre married the daug hter of an Eng lish
Protestant Viscount, who was a prominent defender of slavery. Sombre boug ht himself election as a British MP but then was expelled for
corruption. His treatment of his aristocratic wife led to his arrest and confinement as a Chancery lunatic. Fleeing  to France, Sombre spent years
trying  to reclaim his sanity and his fortune from those among  the British establishment who had done him down. In this thrilling  biog raphy,
Michael H. Fisher recovers Sombre s strang e story and the echoes of his case for modern conceptions of race, privileg e and empire.
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