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***** Print on Demand *****.Henry Brinton identifies the social and political phenomenon of our time -- the increasing  tendency of people to
live and worship in like-minded communities. Not only does Brinton explain the theolog ical basis for this ideolog ical seg reg ation, but he
shows in dozens of examples the way a polarized country can reg ain its balance. Bill Bishop, StaG Writer Austin American-Statesman American
cong reg ations are more divided than ever over a broad rang e of theolog ical and social issues -- and this book outlines an innovative way to
understand and address these diGicult conflicts. Balancing  Acts introduces readers to the two major spiritual themes that animate life in
America today -- oblig ation and liberation -- and discusses how most Christians alig n themselves with one of these attitudes. One g roup
focuses on the oblig ations of relig ious life and seeks moral clarity, while the other tends to see relig ion as a liberation movement and stresses
God s love for the oppressed of the earth. The ability to strike a balance between these competing  camps is the key to manag ing  tension in the
church and in the larg er community -- and Balancing  Acts provides readers with the tools to find and nurture Christian unity in the face of
political, cultural, and theolog ical diversity. Whether the issue is women in ministry, presidential politics, immig ration, homosexuality, or war,
this book demonstrates how common g round can be found by people of faith who are willing  to perform a balancing  act between oblig ation
and liberation. In Balancing  Acts, Henry Brinton draws on his own rich experience to oGer a way of approaching  hot-button social issues with
both pastoral and prophetic care. It s a useful read for...
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