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Pan MacMillan, United King dom, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Writing  of
Francis King  s 1961 novel about contemporary Japan, The Custom House, Penelope Mortimer praised its ferocious perception . That widely-
acclaimed book g ave a view of the country which, in its revelation of the violence and brutality always present under a surface veneer of
politeness and prettiness, was bound to shock and annoy many Japanophiles. This collection of short-stories, written in the two-year period
following  on the publication of The Custom House, shows that same penetrating  insig ht into a civilisation in which politeness so often must do
service for morality, but is at once blander and more aCectionate in its approach. Francis King , who detested Japan when he first arrived there,
leD it five years later with reg ret and sadness; he himself became a Japanophile. These stories show his talents in all their richness: acid and
unsparing  to his fellow westerners in A Sentimental Education or The Collectors ; dramatic in his handling  of the clash between foreig ner and
Japanese in The Crack or The Festival of the Dead ; humorously ironic in A Corner of a Foreig n Field ; macabre in The Puppets . Taken tog ether
the stories provide a picture of a country that is both remarkable in both extent and depth, and g uarantee for the reader, like all Francis King  s
books, a compelling  readability.
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