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from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . . . Public Supply. Connection to Public Supply. 328. General Considerations. --
Where a supply of electrical energy can be purchased, it seldom pays to lay down private plant, for the reasons given in 330. Where power is
purchased certain considerations come into the case that are absent where the installation is self-contained. Thus, as explained in 187, faulty
insulation may endanger other installations than the one in which it occurs; and the legitimate use of the power may interfere with the supply
of energy to other consumers ( 329). Then, again, with a private installation it makes comparatively little difference to the total expenditure if a
few lights are left burning when not required; the extra fuel used could hardly be detected; and it makes no difference at all for what purpose
the energy is being used. Where, on the other hand, energy is purchased, it all has to be paid for, and it may make a great deal of difference
(both to seller and buyer) for what purpose and at what hours it is used. 329. Balancing on Multi-wire Systems. --It is very unusual for a public
supply to be maintained on a 2-wire system ( 93, 94). With continuous current, a 3-wire system ( 95 et seq. ) is generally used, and with
alternating current, a 3-phase 3-wire system ( 102) or 4-wire system ( 103) will be the rule. It then becomes of importance to the supplier that the
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