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Throug hout their lives animals must complete many tasks, including  finding  food, avoiding  predators, attracting  mates, and navig ating
throug h a complex and dynamic environment. Consequently, they have evolved a stag g ering  array of sensory org ans that are fundamental to
survival and reproduction and shape much of their evolution and behaviour. Sensory ecolog y deals with how animals acquire, process, and
use information in their lives, and the sensory systems involved. It investig ates the type of information that is g athered by animals, how it is
used in a rang e of behaviours, and the evolution of such traits. It deals with both mechanistic questions (e.g . how sensory receptors capture
information from the environment, and how the physical attributes of the environment aCect information transmission) and functional
questions (e.g . the adaptive sig nificance of the information used by the animal to make a decision). Recent research has dealt more explicitly
with how sensory systems are involved with and even drive evolutionary chang e, including  the formation of new species. Sensory Ecolog y,
Behaviour, and Evolution provides a broad introduction to sensory ecolog y across a wide rang e of taxonomic g roups, covering  all the
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