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Western art are representations of the brutal torture and execution of Christ. Despite the horror of crucifixion, we oDen find such imag es
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both theolog y and art from their beg inning s until the eve of the renaissance. He arg ues that art and symbolism functioned as an alternative
strand of theolog ical expression -- sometimes parallel to, sometimes interwoven with, and sometimes in tension with formal theolog ical
reflection on the meaning  of the Crucifixion and its role insalvation history. Using  specific works of art to epitomize particular artistic and
theolog ical paradig ms, Viladesau then explores the contours of each paradig m throug h the works of representative theolog ians as well as
liturg ical, poetic, artistic, and musical sources. The beauty of the cross is examined from Patristic theolog y and the earliest representations of
the Log os on the cross, to the monastic theolog y of victory and the Romanesque crucified majesty, to the Anselmian revolution that centered
theolog ical and artistic attention on the suFering  humanity of Jesus, and finally to the breakdown of the hig h scholastic theolog y of the
redemption in empirically concentrated nominalism and the beg inning s of naturalism in art. By...
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