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'Hinduism has taken diGerent forms in the countries where it has been transplanted, depending  on the interaction between the social and
cultural characteristics of the particular g roup of immig rants and the characteristics of the receiving  society.' Only recently, starting  in the early-
1990s, has the paramount importance of immig rant relig ion in the host country been acknowledg ed by scholars in the field of Diaspora
Studies. In terms of the Hindu Diaspora of the United States, research conducted by Diana L. Eck, Pyong  Gap Min and Prema Kurien has been
g roundbreaking . Why and how has Hinduism chang ed in the American setting  In the U.S. org anizations of Popular Hinduism have been
created that do not exist in India. These include for example Hindu student org anizations, local worship and sing ing  g roups (satsang s), as
well as educational g roups for children (bala vihars). Practices in Hindu Temples built in the U.S. have also underg one some modifications
when compared with traditional Hindu temples in India. What are the functions of those local associations and the new practices in Hindu
Temples Were they perhaps founded to build an ethnic community and to preserve Indian traditions and culture in a foreig n environment Are
they a means to resist assimilation into the American host country society Or does Hinduism, quite to the contrary, serve as...
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