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known in its time as the Great War or the War to End all Wars, was an unprecedented holocaust in terms of its sheer scale. Foug ht by men who
hailed from all corners of the g lobe, it saw millions of soldiers do battle in brutal assaults of attrition which drag g ed on for months with little to
no respite. Tens of millions of artillery shells and untold hundreds of millions of rifle and machine g un bullets were fired in a conflict that
demonstrated man s capacity to kill each other on a heretofore unprecedented scale, and as always, such a war broug ht about technolog ical
innovation at a rate that made the boom of the Industrial Revolution seem stag nant. Early in the war, the Ottomans knew the Dardanelles
strait would most certainly be attacked and had prepared sig nificant defenses. The plan drafted by the then First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston
Churchill, was meant to destroy Ottoman defenses along  the Dardanelles. However, Allied forces comprised of British, Irish, Australian and
New Zealand troops were unable to penetrate the Ottoman defenses, advancing  only about 100 meters from the shores. The Ottomans, led by
German General Liman von Sanders, further reinforced their positions. The later attempt of the British to establish a new beachhead was more
successful, yet the British g overnment refused to send sig nificant reinforcements. The successful defense of Gallipoli, however, convinced both
Enver and Djemal that a second operation should be launched. Reinforcements arrived from Gallipoli and the Ottomans launched the second
attempt in Aug ust 1916. British forces had, however, moved eastward toward Palestine,...
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