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the end of the Eng lish republican era-and the start of a period of unparalleled hedonism among  the Eng lish ruling  elite. The reader is first
g iven the astonishing -and oAen shocking -details of Charles IIs youth, including  his parents desperate but ultimately fruitless attempts to retain
the throne. That sad tale ended with Charles Is public execution, and the imprisonment or exile in France of his family. Charles IIs reig n was
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monarchys position in society. This was the time of the Great Fire of London, the worst outbreak ever of the plag ue, the Second Ang lo-Dutch
war-and the continuing  relig ious conflict between Catholics and Protestants. The author shows how Charles IIs popularity was unaDected by
his overtly sham marriag e to the Portug uese Catholic princess Catherine of Brag anza-who the king  described as a bat, not a woman, his
alleg ed sympathies for the Catholic Church (suspicions which turned out to be justified), and even his scandalous personal life. The Queen
produced no living  heirs, but Charles IIs endless list of mistresses-whom he openly acknowledg ed, and which included at least one self-
confessed prostitute-produced at least twelve illeg itimate oDspring , many of whom were married oD into the aristocracy. This is a remarkable
story which provides a fascinating  g limpse into the seamier side of the British royal house. This item ships from multiple locations. Your book
may arrive from Roseburg ,OR, La Verg ne,TN. Paperback.
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