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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Gardening
Without Irrigation or without much, anyway First, you should know why a maritime Northwest raised-bed gardener named Steve Solomon
became worried about his dependence onirrigation. | m from Michigan. | moved to Lorane, Oregon, in April 1978 and homesteaded on 5 acres
in what | thought at the time was a cool, showery green valley of liquid sunshine and rainbows. | intended to putin a big garden and grow as
much of my own food as possible. Two months later, in June, just as my garden began needing water, my so-called 15-gallon-per-minute well
began to falter, yielding less and less with each passing week. By August it delivered about 3 gallons per minute. Fortunately, | wasn t faced
with a completely dry well or one that had shrunk to below 1 gallon per minute, as I soon discovered many of my neighbors were cursed with.
Three gallons per minute won t supply a fan nozzle or even a common impulse sprinkler, but | could still sustain my big raised-bed garden by
watering all night, five or six nights a week, with a single, 2-1/2 gallon-per-minute sprinkler that | moved from place to place. | had repeatedly
read that gardening in raised beds was the most productive vegetable growing method, required the least work, and was the most water-
efficient system ever known. So, without adequate irrigation, | would have concluded that food self-sufficiency on my homestead was not
possible. In late September of that first year, | could still run that single sprinkler. What a relief not to have invested every last cent in land that
couldn tfeed us. For many succeeding years at Lorane, | raised lots of organically...
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