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The University of Alabama Press, United States, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. 2nd ed.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Winner of the
Elizabeth Ag ee Prize in American LiteratureIn Animal, Veg etable, Dig ital, Elizabeth Swanstrom makes a confident and spirited arg ument for the
use of dig ital art in support of ameliorating  human eng ag ement with the environment and sug g ests a four-part framework for analyzing  and
discussing  such applications.Throug h close reading s of a panoply of texts, artworks, and cultural artifacts, Swanstrom demonstrates that the
division popular culture has for decades observed between nature and technolog y is artificial. Not only is dig ital technolog y not necessarily a
brick in the road to a dystopian future of environmental disaster, but dig ital art forms can be a revivifying  bridg e that returns people to a more
immediate relationship to nature as well as their own embodied selves.To analyze and understand the intersection of dig ital art and nature,
Animal, Veg etable, Dig ital explores four aesthetic techniques: coding , collapsing , corresponding , and conserving . Coding  denotes the way
artists use operational computer code to blur distinctions between the reader and text, and, hence, the world. Inviting  a fluid conception of
the boundary between human and technolog y, collapsing  voids simplistic assumptions about the human body s innate perimeter. The
process of translation between natural and human-readable sig ns that enables communication is described as corresponding . Conserving  is
the application of dig ital art by artists to democratize larg e- and small-scale preservation eGorts.A fascinating  synthesis of literary criticism,
communications and journalism, science and technolog y, and rhetoric that draws on such disparate phenomena as simulated environments,
video g ames, and popular culture, Animal, Veg etable, Dig ital posits that partnerships between dig ital aesthetics and environmental criticism
are possible that reconnect humankind to nature and reaffirm its kinship with other living  and nonliving  thing s.
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