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Lodestar Books. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Viola: The Life and Times of a Hull Steam Trawler, Robb Robinson, Ian Hart,
Deep in southern latitudes, in a desolate corner of Cumberland Bay on the east coast of the sub-Antarctic island of South Georg ia, hard by the
rotting  quays of the abandoned whaling  station of Grytviken and almost within a stone's throw of the g rave of Sir Ernest Shackleton, lie three
forsaken steam ships: rusting  remnants of our industrial past, unique survivals from a vanished ag e of steam at sea. One of these ships is
'Viola', the sole surviving  Hull steam trawler from the hug e fleet which put 'fish & chips' on Britain's plates more than a hundred years ag o. In
this absorbing  account, maritime historians Robb Robinson and Ian Hart describe her ancestry and orig ins in the Victorian and Edwardian
North Sea fishery - vividly depicting  life for her crew in the most dang erous industry of its time; they record her Great War service as a U-boat
hunter - one of the many merchant vessels larg ely unsung  for their contribution, and oDen sacrifice, in wartime; and they recount her
subsequent career hunting  whales oE West Africa, then later sealing  and exploration work in the South Atlantic, before her final abandonment
in South Georg ia. Here she became quarry for the infamous Arg entine scrap metal expedition of 1982, in the initiating  action of the Falklands
War. This improbable yet true story of a humble working  vessel and those involved with her is a hig hly readable work of social, as well as
maritime, history.
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