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view of the emerg ing  individual as he or she passes throug h the rites de passag e that allow diseng ag ement from parents, self-realisation, the
establishment of new relationships, and integ ration with society. The book demonstrates certain characteristic themes and structures in these
traditional stories, but is far from reducing  them to a sing le formula. One of the main purposes is to show how selected stories of g reat artistic
value establish their own individual meaning s within the g eneral pattern. There are new interpretations of the famous romances, Sir Gawain
and the Green Knig ht, and Malorys Tale of Sir Gareth, and of other romances. Shakespeares remarkable portrayals throug hout his career of
various aspects of the family drama are discussed, and the essence of a new theory of trag edy and comedy is sug g ested. The extreme type of
traditional story in Europe is seen as the fairy tale, which is analysed to show how fundamentally such...
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