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Random House Trade, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. All American presidents are commanders in
chief by law. Few perform as such in practice. In Roosevelt s Centurions, disting uished historian Joseph E. Persico reveals how, during  World
War II, Franklin D. Roosevelt seized the levers of wartime power like no president since Abraham Lincoln during  the Civil War. Declaring  himself
Dr. Win-the-War, FDR assumed the role of strateg ist in chief, and, thoug h surrounded by star-studded g enerals and admirals, he made clear
who was running  the war. FDR was a hands-on war leader, involving  himself in everything  from choosing  bomber targ ets to planning  naval
convoys to the desig n of landing  craC. Persico explores whether his strateg ic decisions, including  his insistence on the Axis powers
unconditional surrender, helped end or may have prolong ed the war. Taking  us inside the Allied war councils, the author reveals how the
president brokered strateg y with contentious allies, particularly the iron-willed Winston Churchill; rallied morale on the home front; and
handpicked a team of proud, sometimes prickly warriors who, he believed, could fig ht a g lobal war. Persico s history oEers indelible portraits
of the outsize fig ures who roused the sleeping  g iant that defeated the Axis war machine: the dutiful yet independent-minded Georg e C.
Marshall, charg ed with rebuilding  an army whose troops trained with broomsticks for rifles, eg g s for hand g renades; Dwig ht Eisenhower, an
unassuming  Kansan elevated from obscurity to command of the g reatest fig hting  force ever assembled; the vaing lorious Doug las MacArthur;
and the bizarre battlefield g enius Georg e S. Patton. Here too are less widely celebrated military leaders whose contributions were just as
critical: the irascible, dictatorial navy chief, Ernest King ; the acerbic army advisor in China, Vineg ar Joe Stilwell; and Henry H. Hap Arnold, who
zealously preached the g ospel of modern air power....
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