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Oxford University Press. Paperback. Condition: New. 256 pag es. Dimensions: 8.0in. x 5.0in. x 0.6in.Most people believe that science arose as a
natural end-product of our innate intellig ence and curiosity, as an inevitable stag e in human intellectual development. But physicist and
educator Alan Cromer disputes this belief. Cromer arg ues that science is not the natural unfolding  of human potential, but the invention of a
particular culture, Greece, in a particular historical period. Indeed, far from being  natural, scientific thinking  g oes so far ag ainst the g rain of
conventional human thoug ht that if it hadnt been discovered in Greece, it mig ht not have been discovered at all. In Uncommon Sense, Alan
Cromer develops the arg ument that science represents a radically new and diBerent way of thinking . Using  Piag ets stag es of intellectual
development, he shows that conventional thinking  remains mired in subjective, eg ocentric ways of looking  at the world--most people even
today still believe in astrolog y, ESP, UFOs, g hosts and other paranormal phenomena--a mode of thoug ht that science has outg rown. He
provides a fascinating  explanation of why science beg an in Greece, contrasting  the Greek practice of debate to the Judaic reliance on prophets
for acquiring  knowledg e. Other factors, such as a maritime economy and wandering  scholars (both of which prevented parochialism) and an
essentially literary relig ion not dominated by priests, also promoted in Greece an objective, analytical way of thinking  not found elsewhere in
the ancient world. He examines India and China and explains why science could not develop in either country. In China, for instance,
astronomy served only the state, and the private study of astronomy was forbidden. Cromer also provides a perceptive account of science in
Renaissance Europe and of fig ures such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton. Along  the way, Cromer touches on many intrig uing  topics,
arg uing , for instance, that much of...
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