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University Press of Kansas, United States, 2013. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Most histories of the U.S.
Army in World War II view the Mediterranean Theatre of Operations primarily as a deadly training  g round for very g reen forces, where lessons
learned on the beaches of Oran, in the hills of the Kasserine Pass area, and at the collapse of the Tunis bridg ehead all contributed to later
success in Western Europe. Steven Barry, however, contends that victory in the MTO would not have materialised without the leadership of
battalion-level commanders. They operated at a hig h level, despite the lack of combat experience for themselves and their troops, ineEective
leadership at hig her levels, and deficiencies in equipment, org anisation, and mobilisation.Barry portrays these oEicers as hig hly trained,
adaptable, and courag eous in their first combat experiences in North Africa and Sicily. Their leadership, he arg ues, broug ht discipline,
maturity, experience, and the ability to translate common operational g uidance into tactical reality, and thus contributed sig nificantly to
battlefield success in North Africa and Sicily in 1942-1943. To explain how this happened, he examines their prewar experiences, including
professional military education and unit training  exercises; personal factors such as calmness and physical resilience under fire; and the ability
to draw upon doctrine, creatively apply the resources at their disposal, and clearly define and communicate mission g oals and means. He
also reveals how battalion leaders incorporated technolog ical innovations into combined arms manoeuvres by employing  tank capabilities
and close air support doctrine. As Barry s assessment shows, these battalion commanders were not the sole reason for the Allied triumph in
North Africa and Sicily, but victory would not have been possible without the special brand of military leadership they exhibited throug hout
those campaig ns. Under their leadership, even inexperienced units were able to deliver credible...
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