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The Natural History Museum, United King dom, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. First published in 1814,
Werner s Nomenclature of Colours is a taxonomic g uide to colour which been cherished by naturalists and anthropolog ists for over two
centuries. In the late 1790 s Abraham Gottlob Werner devised his own standardised colour scheme, which allowed the writer to describe even
the subtlest of chromatic diFerences with consistent terminolog y. His scheme was then adapted by an Edinburg h flower painter, Patrick Syme,
who traced the actual minerals described by Werner, and used them to create the colour charts found in the book. In the pre-photog raphic
ag e, almost all visual details had to be captured using  the written word, and scientific observers could not aFord any ambig uity in their
descriptions. These included Charles Darwin, for whom Werner s Nomenclature was an indispensable tool during  his seminal voyag e on the
Beag le. Werner s Nomenclature of Colours is a charming  artefact from the ag e of explorers, which continues to be treasured by artists and
scientists alike.
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