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Troubador Publishing , United King dom, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. UK ed.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Set predominantly
along  the Sussex coast and the South Downs, Embracing  Chang e is a wide-reaching  collection of short stories which explores universal
themes of both men and women facing  chang e. Each of the 16 stories poses a rang e of questions about how to deal with life s setbacks -
broken relationships, illness and ag eing , reg rets and the sense of failure. A healthy dose of black humour underpins the births and deaths, the
sexual exploits and the hints of murder. A selection of the stories follow a conventional structure with a narrative that drives throug h to the
ending , for example `Restricted Area describes an encounter between a stickler for the rules and a `laddish g roup of friends parking  illeg ally
in a quiet suburban street. Others are more experimental, binding  tog ether disparate imag es, locations and time zones in ways that can
challeng e preconceptions. This approach helps to make the scope of the collection far broader than its south coast setting . Each story
employs flashbacks to illustrate the characters backg rounds, amplifying  the strong  and diverse voices throug hout. The short stories within
Embracing  Chang e ask questions but may not provide the answers. Each story is open-ended, more oAen than not leaving  the reader
wondering  what happens next. Strong ly inspired by the works of Tania Hershman, in particular The White Road, Embracing  Chang e will appeal
to readers living  in or around the Sussex coast as well as those with a particular interest in the area and those who enjoy short stories more
g enerally.
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