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HUMAN SAC RIFIC E AND T HE SUPERNAT URAL IN AFRIC AN HIST ORY     

Mkuki Na Nyota Publishers, Tanzania, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Since time immemorial, human being s the world over have soug ht answers to the vexing  questions of their orig ins, sickness,
death and aBer death; the meaning  of natural phenomena such as earthquakes, eclipses of the sun and moon, birth of twins etc. and how to
protect themselves from such mysterious events. They invented God and g ods and the occult sciences (witch craB, divination and
soothsaying ) in order to seek the protection of supernatural powers while individuals used them to g ain power to dominate others and to
accumulate wealth. Human sacrifice was one way in which they soug ht to expiate the g ods for what they believed were punishments for their
transg ressions. One example, the Ghana Asante King dom s very orig ins are associated with human sacrifice. On the eve of war ag ainst
Denkyira, individuals volunteered themselves to be sacrificed in order to g uarantee victory. Later, human sacrifice in Asante was mainly
politically motivated as king s and relig ious leaders oFered human sacrifice in remembrance of their ancestral spirits and to seek their
protection ag ainst their enemies. The Asante King dom is one of several examples included in this study of human sacrifice and ritual killing  on
the African continent. Case studies include practices in Sierra Leone, Tanzania (Mainland), Zanzibar, Ug anda and Swaziland. Advertisements
relating  to the occult was a common feature of Drum mag azine, the popular South African mag azine in Southern, Eastern and Central Africa in
late years of colonial and early years of postcolonial periods, indicating  a wide belief in these practices among  the people in these countries?
Each case examined is introduced by an expose of folklore that puts in perspective beliefs in the supernatural and how folklore continues...
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