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Pen Sword Books Ltd, United King dom, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Joseph Stalin was a monster.
He sacrificed his friends and allies in pursuit of power, murdered thousands with sadistic brutality to maintain it and callously obliterated
millions more of his own people over a quarter century of his leadership. Yet almost as frig htening  as the horrendous crimes he committed is
the idolatry that allowed this og re to flourish. Just like fellow monster of the twentieth century Adolf Hitler, Stalin saw himself as a master of
destiny, a role that to him excused the vilest atrocities. And, baFling ly, just like his Nazi counterpart, he was allowed to dominate his nation
and overrun others with the enthusiastic support of the majority of the citizens whom he had subjug ated. Stalin was lauded as a national
saviour rig ht up until his death, which was marked by mourning  crowds so vast that untold numbers perished in the crush. This unquestioning
adulation is not only a mystery to today s historians but a cause for alarm. For, under the Soviet Union s present reg ime, there are sig ns that
the Stalin cult is being  resurrected as the Russian bear ag ain sharpens its claws. This concise book presents a cautionary study, in words and
historic photog raphs, of the peasant s son from Georg ia who as a choirboy seemed destined for the priesthood but who g rew up to be a
street-fig hting  revolutionary using  torture and terror as tools to attain power. It asks how the coarse, brutish drunkard that he became could
nevertheless have been lauded abroad as a cultural g iant and spellbind so many millions at home as an object of worship. It provides clues as
to how Stalin the military incompetent came to be seen as a statesman of equal standing ...
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