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***** Print on Demand *****.I hesitated long  before I put this theory to the test of practice. I knew well that I risked death; for any drug  that so
potently controlled and shook the very fortress of identity, mig ht, by the least scruple of an overdose or at the least inopportunity in the
moment of exhibition, utterly blot out that immaterial tabernacle which I looked to it to chang e. But the temptation of a discovery so sing ular
and profound at last overcame the sug g estions of alarm. I had long  since prepared my tincture; I purchased at once, from a firm of wholesale
chemists, a larg e quantity of a particular salt which I knew, from my experiments, to be the last ing redient required; and late one accursed
nig ht, I compounded the elements, watched them boil and smoke tog ether in the g lass, and when the ebullition had subsided, with a strong
g low of courag e, drank oF the potion. The most racking  pang s succeeded: a g rinding  in the bones, deadly nausea, and a horror of the spirit
that cannot be exceeded at the hour of birth or death. Then these ag onies beg an swiGly to subside, and I came to myself as if out of a g reat
sickness. There was something  strang e in my sensations, something  indescribably new and, from its very novelty, incredibly sweet. I felt
young er, lig hter, happier in body; within I was conscious of a heady recklessness, a current of disordered sensual imag es running  like a
millrace in my fancy, a solution of the bonds of oblig ation, an unknown but not an innocent freedom of the soul. I knew myself, at the first
breath of this new life, to be...
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