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thought the Promised Land. Hence, Steinbeck gained the reputation of being a proletarian writer because he sides with the common worker.
Thus, The Grapes of Wrath also belongs to Steinbeck s Labor Trilogy. What is more, his novel was sharply criticized and very much discussed at
the time of its publication: It was publicly banned and burned by citizens, it was debated on national radio hook-ups; but above all, it was read.
In spite of all this critique, in 1940 Steinbeck was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for this novel and in 1962 he also won the Noble Prize for Literature.
Hence, the Grapes of Wrath must be more than simply a piece of propagandistic writing. In point of fact, Steinbeck patterned the book on far
more universal themes, both the biblical story of Exodus, and also humanity s capacity for survival (.) in the face of (.) calamity. It is very
interesting that Steinbeck uses biblical parallels in his story. Thus, he alludes to the Old Testament, the Israelites and the Exodus as well as to
Christ and the New Testament. In other...
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