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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2002. N.A. Condition: New. Xxi+189pp Partition of India attracted an unprecedented attention at its fiHieth year of
Independence. However, most of the literature is either an exercise in search of alibis or are memoids filled with nostalg ic past. Those who try
to rationalise the theme oHen g et trapped in their own prisms. As a result, even aHer tons of literature produced, the topic continues to
fascinate. When democracy became the rule of the g ame and ballot box its arbitrator, political mobilisation of diIerent specificity has became
inevitable. In the strug g le for power, various facets of human divide were pedag og ically sharpened. Political consciousness was built on
mutual mistrust and suspicion-g rouping s and reg rouping s were forg ed with contradictory interests. It wont be incorrect to say that the
heterog eneity of India manifested itself with the advent of the ballot box. The trial of democracy beg an with the first elections held in 1936. Ever
since, the problem of g overnance of India too became diIicult. The British wanted to establish an Indian federation where the representatives
of the Indian dominion and the princely states would come to a constituent assembly to frame the constitution of India. In the transitory
phase, when a working  arrang ement was being  evolved, British were to supervise the federation till smooth transfer of power takes place in
India. However, the beg inning  of World War II chang ed the course of history. This altered the complexion of the Indian history. This study is
focused to hig hlig ht this enig ma of the British empire.
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