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*****. O, la, la! See, then, the best of g ood luck for each one of us this year! Althoug h Mere Pitou s rotund body, like FalstaF s, was fat and scant
o breath, and the Pilg rims Way was steep and rocky, some reserve of energ y enabled her to clap her hands and scream the tiding s of hig h
fortune when the notes of a deep-toned bell pealed from an alp still hidden among  the trees. Three g irls, fiHy paces hig her up the path, halted
when they heard that g lad cry-and, indeed, who would not g ive ear to such aug ury? Why should the clang  of a bell foretell g ood luck, Mother?
cried Barbe, the young est, seventeen that September day, and a true Breton maid, with eyes like sloes, and cheeks the tint of ripe russet
apples, and full red lips ever ready to smile shyly, revealing  the big , white, even teeth of a peasant.
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