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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****.Seldom had the interior of this island presented a more peaceful and prosperous aspect than in the reig n of Edward III.,
when the more turbulent spirits among  his subjects had found occupation in his foreig n wars, and his wise g overnment had established at
home a deg ree of plenty, tranquility, and security, such as had probably never before been experienced in Eng land. Castle and cottag e,
church and convent, alike showed the prosperity and safety of the inhabitants, at once by the profuseness of embellishment in those newly
erected, and by the neg lect of the jealous precautions required in former days of confusion and misrule. Thus it was with the villag e of
Lynwood, where, among  the cottag es and farm-houses occupying  a fertile valley in Somersetshire, arose the ancient Keep, built of g ray
stone, and strong ly fortified; but the defences were kept up rather as appendag es of the owner s rank, than as requisite for his protection;
thoug h the moat was clear of weeds, and full of water, the drawbridg e was so well covered with hard-trodden earth, overg rown at the edg es
with g rass, that, in spite of the massive chains connecting  it with the g ateway, it seemed permanently fixed on the g round.
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