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Masataka, Developments in cog nitive science indicate that human and nonhuman primates share a rang e of behavioral and physiolog ical
characteristics that speak to the issue of lang uag e orig ins. This volume has three major themes, woven throug hout the chapters. First, it is
arg ued that scientists in animal behavior and anthropolog y need to move beyond theoretical debate to a more empirically focused and
comparative approach to lang uag e. Second, those empirical and comparative methods are described, revealing  underpinning s of lang uag e,
some of which are shared by humans and other primates and others of which are unique to humans. New insig hts are discussed, and several
hypotheses emerg e concerning  the evolutionary forces that led to the "desig n" of lang uag e. Third, evolutionary challeng es that led to
adaptive chang es in communication over time are considered with an eye toward understanding  various constraints that channeled the
process.
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