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*****The courts and the executive branch face major decisions on clean air issues in 2006, with Congress more likely playing an oversight role.
One focus is EPA s Jan. 17, 2006 proposal to strengthen air quality standards for fine particles, which are estimated to cause tens of thousands
of premature deaths annually. Whether the proposal is supported by the available science and what impact its implementation would have are
likely issues of concem. Other issues of continuing interest are EPA s 2005 decisions limiting interstate transport of air pollution and
establishing capand-trade systems for emissions from coalfired power plants, and the agency s proposed changes to New Source Review. All
of these issues face court challenges. Congress acted on several Clean Air Act (CAA) issues in legislation that it passed and sent to the
President in late July 2005. The most significant of these issues, dealing with ethanol and reformulated gasoline (RFG), were addressed in the
Energy Policy Act of 2005, H.R. 6 (P.L. 109-58). The act eliminates a requirement that RFG, used in the nation s most polluted areas, contain at
least 2 oxygen. In its place, the act requires that the total gasoline supply contain increasing amounts of renewable fuels, the most .
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