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The assembling of 250,000 volunteer troops in military camps within a short time after the declaration of war against Spain in the spring of 1898
taxed all the bureaus of the War Department to the utmost. The Medical Corps of the Regular Army was barely sufficient for our little Army of
25,000 men. To this corps of trained medical officers were suddenly added 115 commissioned medical officers of volunteers and 382 medical
officers of State organisations, most of whom had had no previous military experience. Owing to the extensive provalence of typhoid fever in
our camps, it became necessary at a later date to reenforce this enlarged corps of medical officers by the employment of contract surgeons.
The number of contract surgeons in service on June 30, 1898, was 161; July 81, 272; August 31, 512; September 30, 504. At the same time the
Hospital Corps of the Army, which before the war consisted of 520 privates, most of whom were tolerably well trained, had to be expanded by
the addition of 6,588 recruits, who for the most part were entirely untrained and consequently unfit for the responsible duties of nursing

seriously ill men. It therefore became necessary to send to our general and camp hospitals trained female nurses, whose services were highly
appreciated by our medical officers generally, and, indeed, under the circumstances, were indispensable. The number in service on June 30,
1598, was 23; July 31, 162; August 31, 924; September 30, 1,005. The enormous task which confronted this enlarged Medical Department...
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