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Democracy: The EU and the Governance of Europe, 9 entries in the bibliog raphy, lang uag e: Eng lish, abstract: The term 'Europe of the Reg ions'
has been used over the last decades either to describe one of the supposed eGects of the integ ration process on European g overnance or as
a normative g oal in the sense of a post-national Europe. Proponents of a Europe of the Reg ions assume that the combined eGect of European
integ ration at the top and reg ional decentralisation at the bottom will eventually lead to a dissolving  of the traditional nation state in Europe.
Others reject this view and see this development rather as the emerg ence of a new form of multilevel g overnance within the existing
framework of national and European institutions. The reg ional element of the EU can be retraced to the establishment of the European
Reg ional Development Fund (ERDF) in 1975 but, as Harvie points out, since that time reg ional development has taken a dynamic of its own
which challeng es the traditional nation state: 'Reg ionalisation, the chopping -up of problems into manag eable areas, has g iven way to a
subjective and ag g ressive reg ionalism.' Reg ions have doubtlessly established themselves as key players in European g overnance. The
purpose of this essay is to clarify whether a Europe of the reg ions is a viable option in practice and whether it is desirable at all. To answer this
question, this essay will first of all clarify the ambig uous term 'reg ion' and analyse diGerent concepts of reg ional g overnance in several EU
countries. In a next step, it will examine the...
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