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Named Coffyn And they token the relies of broken mete, twelve coffyns full. Thus it will be seen that this word originated back, far back, in the
gray morning twilight of Asiatic life, in the nomadic period of man s existence, before the Bethlehem shepherds guarded their flocks by night
on Judea s plains. Moving westward with the march of empire it retained its significance upon the borders of the English Channel, surviving the
destructiveness of the Norwegian adventurers of the ninth century; and, becoming Normanized, it was first used as a sign-name, and then
adopted as a surname from the official or business occupation, feudalism making it hereditary. William the Conqueror, was born at Fallaise, a
town of Normandy, France, in the department of Calvados, 22 miles S. S. E. of Caen, on the river Ante, in the year 1024. It i now a town of about
15,000 inhabitants, having still in the ruins of its ancient castle one of the finest towers in France. The town is built upon cliffs commanded by an
old Norman castle and surrounded by a picturesque country. An equestrian, bronze statue of William was erected here in 1851. Within two short
leagues of Fallaise stands the old chateau of Courtiton, once the home of the Norman Coffins, the family name having now become extinct in
that vicinage. The present owner, Mons. Le Clere, is the grandson of the last Miss Coffin,...
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